Introduction 51 52
As organic compounds age in soil they become less available for uptake by 53 organisms, and are thus less likely to have toxic effects or be degraded by soil 54 microorganisms (Alexander, 2000) . The biological effects of a contaminant are 55 therefore not related to its total concentration, but to the bioavailable fraction. This is 56 the fraction of the contaminant that is biologically available for uptake. 57 The GC injector (300 °C) was operated in a pulsed splitless mode, 1µl aliquots were 210 injected using an autosampler, and the GC oven was programmed to hold 45 °C for 211 2.25 min then raise the temperature by 40 ºC/min to 300 ºC, which was held for 6 212 minutes Only cyclodextrin extractions explain a larger proportion of the variation in total PAH 275 accumulated in plant tissue than the acetone hexane extraction (Table 3) Table 2 . Results of General Linear Regressions between the total and individual 687 amount of PAHs extracted by the acetone hexane shake (AH), the cyclodextrin 688 extraction (CD), the 50s butanol mix (BM50s), the 120s butanol mix (BM120s) and 689 the 12h butanol shake (BS12h) relative to the amounts accumulated in the earthworm 
